Adoption Application

Important Information  

1.  Are You Ready? Respect AGSDR volunteer’s time - be ready to adopt within 2 weeks after you apply.  Let us know if you adopt elsewhere so that AGSDR volunteers can maximize the time they spend on rescue.
2.  Timeframe.  The time to process an application is normally 7 -14 days.  It can be longer if volunteer availability is limited (for instance, over holidays and summer vacations) or if your application presents unique circumstances.

3.  Settle-In Period.  Plan ahead - the first few weeks with your adopted dog will be very challenging.  Do not expect your new dog to follow your rules, or understand your family dynamics, for several weeks or even months.  Be prepared to go to Dog Training classes.
4.  How To Submit this Application:  If you do not follow these instructions, AGSDR will not be able to process your application.  Please fill out all sections of the form, save the document as a Microsoft Word Document with the extension .doc (Not a Vista document with the extension .docx because we can’t open those!).  Email the document to adoptapp5543@yahoo.com .  OR, you may scan the completed document and email a PDF to adoptapp5543@yahoo.com.   OR, you may Cut/Paste the text of the completed document into the body of an email.  To conserve trees, and volunteer labor and time, AGSDR does not accept faxed or “snail mail” applications.
_____________________________________________________________________
Tell Us About You:
Name:


Co-Applicant, Spouse, Partner Name:

Email Address:

(Please make sure you type your email address in correctly, and check your “bulk folder” for our communications.  Email might be our main form of communication with you throughout the adoption process.)
Home Phone:

Mobile Phone:

Address: 

City, State, Zip Code:

Tell Us About Your Residence: 
Own ______   Rent/Lease*______   Own a shared roof residence?* _______  
House  ___ Duplex  ___ Apartment  ___ Condo_____ Townhome_____
*Important Notice:  IF YOU RENT, LEASE, OR INHABIT SHARED ROOF RESIDENCES SUCH AS TOWNHOUSES, CONDOS OR DUPLEXES, PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT YOUR FOSTER OR ADOPTION APPLICATION UNLESS IT IS ACCOMPANIED BY A COMPLIANT LANDLORD OR HOA APPROVAL LETTER.  VERBIAGE FOR A COMPLIANT LETTER IS DETAILED ON OUR WEBSITE at http://www.austingermanshepherdrescue.org/Adoption/adoption_renters.htm   
TOO MANY OF OUR DOGS HAVE BEEN RETURNED DUE TO PET POLICY CHANGES, UPDATES, OR MANAGEMENT/OWNERSHIP/BOARD CHANGES, FOR US TO IGNORE THIS STEP, SO NO APPLICATIONS FROM RENTERS OR OWNERS OF SHARED ROOF OR SHARED MANAGEMENT RESIDENCES WILL BE REVIEWED WITHOUT A LETTER, NO EXCEPTIONS.  
*If you lease, rent, own/inhabit a shared roof residence (townhouse, condo, etc.), have you acquired a landlord letter and forwarded it with this application?  No ___ Yes ____
How long have you lived there?   

Do you have a fenced in yard?   

How tall is your fence?

What type of fence (wood privacy, chain link, wrought iron, etc)?

Tell us about what you do:
Employer or Occupation:

Employed How Long:

Employment Verification Phone Number:

Personal References

(Please do not use family members or in-laws as references.  References will be asked about your interactions with animals and pet-ownership skills.  If you do not own a pet, choose references that own pets and can speak of your interactions with the animals.)
1)
Name:




Phone:

2)
Name:




Phone:

Tell Us About Your Veterinarian:
(Do not leave this section blank or incomplete.  If you don’t own pets, which vet will you use if you adopt a dog?  If you had pets in the past, which vet did you use?)
Veterinarian:

Street Address: 


City:

State:
Phone Number:

The name (yours, your spouse, etc.) your pets' records are under:

What Kind Of Dog Do You Want:
  Male   ___ Female   ___   No Gender Preference_____
Age Preference: 

List the top 5 qualities you are looking for in your new pet (for example, protective, loyal, large, small, athletic, low maintenance, high energy, ball-drive, etc. ):
Why do you want a German Shepherd Dog (house pet, breeding, working dog, watchdog, therapy dog, etc.)?

Have you ever owned a GSD before?
Which AGSDR dogs do you think might be a match for you?

Accommodations

Where will the dog be most of the time?  

Inside House ___  Outside in the yard ____ Outside in kennel_____ Barn____
Where will the dog be kept during the majority of the daylight hours?

Where will the dog sleep at night?

How will you contain the dog when no one is home? 

Crate   ___ Loose in House   ___ Outside in Yard   ___ Outside in Kennel_____
If the dog you adopt will be crated, up to how many hours per day? 

About Your Pets

Please describe all the pets You (not your parents, your room mate, your boyfriend or girlfriend) have owned within the past 5 years, living or deceased.    

Pet 1 History

Type of Pet (dog, cat, reptile, bird, other):  
Breed:
Pet’s Name:

Male or Female:
Age:

How long have you owned this pet?

Where is/was the pet primarily kept?

Do you still have this pet? 

If not, what happened to the pet, and when? 

What did you like most about this pet?

What did you dislike most about this pet?

Pet 2 History

Type of Pet:  

Breed:

Pet’s Name:

Male or Female:

Age:

How long have you owned this pet?

Where is/was the pet primarily kept?

Do you still have this pet? 

If not, what happened to the pet, and when? 

What did you like most about this pet?

What did you dislike most about this pet?
Pet 3 History

Type of Pet:  

Breed:

Pet’s Name:

Male or Female:

Age:

How long have you owned this pet?

Where is/was the pet primarily kept?

Do you still have this pet? 

If not, what happened to the pet, and when? 

What did you like most about this pet?

What did you dislike most about this pet?

Have you owned more Pets in the last 5 years? Tell us about them here –

Are there ANY OTHER pets living under your roof right now?  Tell us about them here - 

Are/Were all of your pets kept up-to-date on vaccinations and heartworm tests?

Are/Were all of your dogs and cats kept consistently on heartworm preventative medication?

Are/Were all of your pets spayed/neutered?

The Truth About Cats and Dogs:
If you own a cat or small dog, is it accustomed to being around very large dogs? 

Does your cat or small dog have a safe place if it needs to escape from the GSD?

What will you do if your adopted GSD hurts your cat or small dog?

The Health of Your Pets 

Fun Facts about Routine Health Care Costs:  
1.  Heartworm Preventative costs approximately $150 per dog per year.  
2.  The average cost of an annual physical exam and vaccinations is $100-$200 per dog per year.  
3.  Other costly items include flea medications, pain medications, and emergency veterinary needs.

4.  Teethcleaning can cost between $400 and $600 due to the anesthesia costs.

Are you aware of the cost of routine veterinary care?

Are you willing to provide routine veterinary care for your adopted dog?

Are you familiar with heartworms and do you know they can kill dogs and cats?

If not, please read the info from the American Heartworm Society.at http://www.heartwormsociety.org/article.asp?id=17 
Family Dynamics
Number of Adults:

Number of Children:     
Children Ages:

Any other people living with you (room mates, extended family, elderly parents, fiancé, etc.)?

Have you and your household residents educated yourselves about German Shepherd Dogs? Tell us about what you've learned: 

Describe your life (quiet, active, social, busy, strict, casual, kid-friendly, high-style, neat-as-a-pin, organized, kid-taxi-service, athletic, flexible, etc.)

Do you intend to keep the dog primarily indoors or outdoors?  Please elaborate:

Do you have any comments that will help us in approving your application?

Notices: 

1.  Adopting a Specific Dog.  AGSDR does not hold dogs so Yes, someone else might adopt the dog you are interested in before you have a chance to visit it.  We do not place dogs on a “first come first serve” basis, we place dogs in homes that seem to be a good match.    

2.  AGSDR has "veto rights".  If AGSDR does not believe a dog is a good fit for a family, foster homes have the right to veto the adoption of their foster dog to any approved adopter.   

3.  Other Adoption Information.  
a. Applicants must visit the dog before an adoption can take place, and patting a dog for a few minutes at a Meet & Greet is not a visit.  
b. AGSDR dogs do not fly on commercial airliners, so we will not “ship” a dog to you.  Out of state applicants must come to us to meet and possibly adopt the dog, and drive it home or fly it home in the passenger compartment of a private aircraft.  If the adoption doesn’t “work out” the adopter is under contract to drive the dog back to AGSDR.

c. AGSDR dogs do not ride in the back of pickup trucks unless they are in a secure crate, the crate is securely attached to the truck, there is adequate shade secured over the crate, and an “unspillable” water bowl is filled inside the crate.
Help Us Place More Dogs:
How did you hear about AGSDR?  
AGSDR Website_____   Petfinders_____  Friend___    AGSDR Volunteer ___    
Another Rescue_____  Other Source __________________
READ THIS:  What Comes Next?

Application Processing Steps:

Rent/Lease? - We need your landlord letter first!
Own a Condo or Townhome? - We need your HOA letter first!
1. Vet Check - Please immediately authorize your vet to release information to AGSDR.
2. Reference Check - Please notify your references that AGSDR will be calling!

3. Home Visit – Yes, someone will visit you, this is a step for ALL applicants.

4. Dog Visits – If you are approved, your coordinator will put you in touch with foster families.

5. Contract – Adoption Contracts will be executed for all adoptions.  Read before you sign!

6. Fee – The fee to adopt is a minimum adoption fee of $400 for all dogs 1 year to 6 years. The adoption free for Seniors 7 years or older is $250. For puppies there is a $450 minimum adoption fee, but additional donations to help defray the cost of saving dogs are welcome.  Rescuing a dog costs a lot (shelter fee, spay/neuter, vaccinations, antibiotics, stomach worm treatment, Immiticide heartworm treatment, Ivermectin heartworm preventative medication, mange treatment, microchip, food, tags, professional training, kenneling, transportation, etc.).
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