
We love us some German 

Shepherdséand we especially 

love when they have strong, 

healthy hearts.  Itõs unfortunate 

that 80% of dogs that come 

into our rescue are heartworm 

positive, because heartworms 

are so preventable, yet so 

deadly when not treated. 

 

Now through the end of Feb-

ruary, weõre asking our friends 

to Save a Heart by donating to 

AGSDR in one of two ways: 

 

1.  A monetary contribu-

tion to help fund the 

heartworm treatment of 
10 heartworm-positive 

dogs ð $2,500! 

 

2.  In-kind donations of 

ivermectin-based heart-

worm preventatives 

(Heartgard, Iverhart) to 

keep those 10 treated 

dogs heartworm-free for 

one year! 

 

All of the details, including a 

donation form and online do-

nation link, are on our web 

site.   

 

While youõre there, check out 

Ivoryõs Blog.  Ivory is an 

AGSDR dog who is  

documenting her progress 

through heartworm treatment 

as she prepares to find a  

forever home! 

Save a GSD Heart  

Volunteer TRI -ing to Raise Money for AGSDR  

Austin college student and 

AGSDR volunteer Kelsey Long 

is training for the Capital of 

Texas Triathlon (May 31), and 

has named AGSDR as the re-

cipient of her charity fundrais-

ing!  Kelseyõs goal is $2,900, 

but weõd love to see her knock 

that one right out of the park!  

Here is Kelsey with 

òspokesdogsó Hollie and 

Ruthie.  To make a donation, 

visit Kelseyõs triathlon home 

page. 

 

Austin German 

Shepherd Rescue 

Newsletter 
February 2010 

Volume 2, Issue 1 

Save a GSD Heart  1  

Honeyõs Story 2  

Meet Dennis  2  

Meet the Fosters  3  

Winterõs Story 4  

Upcoming Events  4  

Who is AGSDR  5  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Good Stuff to Know: 

¶ February is Save a GSD 

heart month - your dona-

tion will help save a life 

¶ All money donated goes 

directly to saving a GSD 

¶ AGSDR is a 100%  

volunteer organization 

¶ Learn about adopting, 

volunteering and donating 

at:  http://www.agsdr.org   

 

http://www.austingermanshepherdrescue.org/Donations/save_a_heart.htm
http://www.austingermanshepherdrescue.org/Donations/save_a_heart.htm
http://www.austingermanshepherdrescue.org/blogs/ivory_blog.htm
http://www.active.com/donate/alltrispring2010/kelsey
http://www.active.com/donate/alltrispring2010/kelsey


Two AGSDR volunteers went on TV 

recently to talk about our rescue and 

our February Save a Heart promotion, 

but it was the aptly-named Honey who 

stole the show!  This lovely senior-ish 

German Shepherd sat for the cameras 

as pretty as picture as her foster mom, 

Kristina Medley, sang her praises.  See 

the clip from KXAN on our web site. 

 

In October, AGSDR held our first-ever 

Vet a Pet pledge drive, and we are de-

lighted to report that with the help of 

some very generous individuals, we 

raised over $5,000.  In òrescue-speakó, 

that equals about 10 dogs.  Wow!  Our 

hats are off to everyone who helped 

make this fundraising event such a  

success: 

 

Anastasia Voight 

Anonymous 

Bob & Linda Mitchell 

Brenda Adrian 

Buechler & Associates, P.C. 

Carol Lively 

Cathy Sumner 

Chad McHugh & Sara Kerr 

Claudie Hudson 

David & Elizabeth Cash 

Deborah Frankhouser 

Diane Austin 

John Moody 

Julianna Garrard 

 

 

Katherine Cristiani 

Kim Glazner 

Larry & Anita Beaumont 

Lisa Cristiani 

Michael Brandl & Sona Hardikar 

Michael Brennan 

Michael David & Margaret Hemmen 

Peggy Bish 

Rodney & Amy Gross 

Seth & Janet Willis 

Sharon Lewis-Webster 

Susan Waggoner 

Ted Tudor 

The Quilldriver 

Tina Sholders 

nine college and is ready to show off his 

wonderful manners and leash walking!   

Wouldnõt you like to meet The Big Lug?  

Complete an online application today; 

once youõve become an approved 

adopter, you can meet Dennis and any 

other AGSDR dogs who might be a 

match for your family. 

 

Dennis is a handsome gentleman who is 

looking for his forever home.  At some-

where between 7 and 8, heõs a senior in 

age, but if you told him that, heõd think 

you were crazy ð this guy still thinks 

heõs a puppy!  Dennis is a classic black 

and tan GSD, and at 94 lbs., heõs earned 

the affectionate nickname òThe Big 

Lugó.  The one slightly floppy ear will 

make you smile. ;-) And guess what?  
Dennis just completed a month of ca-

Honey Makes Her Debut  

Thanks to All Who Helped Vet a Pet (They Hadnõt Even 

Met)!  

Featured Dog:  Dennis  

Great News!!  Honey found her 

forever home!  She is headed off to 

her first camping trip to New Mexico 

soon.  Have a wonderful life Honey! 
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http://www.kxan.com/dpp/news/local/fundraiser-to-combat-heartworms-in-dogs
http://www.austingermanshepherdrescue.org/Foster_Dogs/2009/Dennis/2009_Dennis.htm
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AGSDR has no central facility to house 

the dogs we rescue.  Each and every 

dog must have a foster home available 

before he can be considered for our 

program.  Our foster families are the 

lifeblood of our organization, giving of 

their space, their time, their love (and 

often, their sanity!) by taking in dogs 

who are in need.  It takes a special 

person to foster, and we are in dire 
need of foster homes right now.  If 

youõre considering making that step, 

visit our website to learn more.  You 

will go through an application process 

very similar to that of an adopter. 

 

A long-time foster parent, Liz Coccia 

has been bringing dogs in to her home 

in preparation for their òforeveró 

homes for many years.  Liz estimates 

that she and her husband Phil Bennett 

have fostered some 30 dogs over the 

past eight years.  Liz and Phil share 

their Austin home with two resident 

(and former foster) dogs, Julie and Ke-

gan, both seven years old, and are cur-

rently fostering the lovely Darcy, an 

eight-month-old black German Shep-

herd mix.  Talk about a houseful!  Liz 

and Phil foster because, as Liz says, 

òthere is such joy when a family meets 
their newest member, and we love 

seeing the happiness that the dog brings 

to their home.ó 

 

Asked which of her fosters was her 

greatest success story, Liz claims that 

òChacoó is probably the foster that 

overcame the greatest odds. òChaco 

was plucked as a three-month-old 

puppy from the flood waters dur-

ing Katrina, and then it took three tries 

before he found his forever home,ó 

says Liz.  òEveryone loved this puppy 

but he was a handful and got returned 

twice!  Finally a nice single guy adopted 

him and periodically we get updates 

about ôCharlieõ saying what an awesome 

dog he has grown to be. We also con-

sider our dog Kegan to be a success. 

When we took him in as a foster he 

was very fearful and would duck his 
head and give low growls if anyone 

reached for him.  Now he is the first to 

greet strangers along a walk and seeks 

out love and attention.ó 

German Shepherds from AGSDRõs past 

and present abound in this beautiful 

color calendar.   

 

Just $15 each plus $5 shipping (available 

online under òSupport AGSDRó), or 

come to a Meet & Greet and avoid the 

shipping fee!   

          Limited quantities available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Fosters:  Liz Coccia and Phil Bennett  

                                                2010 AGSDR Calendars!  
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L. Liz Coccia with Skylar, who 
found her forever home in  

January. 

 

R. Phil Bennett with Darcy, who is 

looking for hers! 

One foster was a real escape artist, 
says Liz ð crates, gates, fences ð that 
dog could get out!  òOne day we were 
working in the yard and had just turned 
away for a minute when saw three tails 
disappear through a hole in the fence 
(that we were repairing) and into the 
neighbor's yard,ó Liz recalls. òTheir gate 
was open so as we ran after our dogs, 
we watched them happily greet other 
neighbors as if to say, ôIsn't it a great 

day to be outside?õó      

http://www.austingermanshepherdrescue.org/Donations/for_sale.htm

